
2017-2018 FOCUS Missionaries 

(Above & below): Students attend the                               

Fall Newman Retreat. Fr. Paul  and Bishop Daly offer 

Mass during the retreat. 



 

Dear Friends, 

The Catholic Newman Center at Eastern Washington University (EWU) is all about Changing Lives.  Look-

ing at the world we live in, it’s clear the need for positive reinforcement and inspiration a Catholic Christian 

Community provides has never been more critical.  Students are hungry to be better equipped to navigate this 

life in a way that is honorable and virtuous. The Catholic Newman Center at EWU provides this inspiration 

and support for hundreds of students each year. 

The Catholic Newman Center has been part of EWU for over forty years.  I began my ministry at the New-

man Center just over three years ago.  My goal is to introduce as many students to a life of faith in Jesus 

Christ through the Catholic Church as well as strengthen the faith of those who are already practicing Catho-

lics.  In this short period of time, God has shown me how important this work is.  The number of students 

attending Mass, going on retreats, participating in Bible studies, and many more amazing activities continues 

to increase. I’ve also been blessed to work in the athletic department as chaplain of the men’s and women’s 

basketball team and the influence of the Catholic Newman Center on the campus of EWU has been growing 

beyond what one individual can handle.   

To assist in this vital ministry, three years ago, I contracted with the Fellowship of Catholic University Stu-

dents (FOCUS).  Since the Fall of 2015, four full-time Catholic missionaries have served the Newman Center 

on campus each year by helping evangelize, teach, and minister to the students at EWU through small group 

Bible studies and walking with students one-on-one in day to day life.  Our growth has been exciting and 

watching how God is working in the lives of each of these students is transformative.  Our goal is to continue 

the growth at the Catholic Newman Center and on-campus ministry by reaching as many students on the 

EWU campus as possible.  But we can’t do this without your help and prayers. 

We have seen first-hand how God is at work changing the lives of students attending the Catholic Newman 

Center at EWU. We invite you to join us in looking forward to the coming years with faith-filled enthusiasm, 

and in the work necessary to continue to fund this ministry.   

The total expenses for the Newman Center in the Fiscal Year 2017-2018 are $200,000. This is made up of the 

continued needs throughout the center to provide for the increased opportunity to serve students in various 

activities, retreats, and faith encounters, which totals an operating budget of $140,000.  In addition is the an-

nual fee for the FOCUS Missionaries, of $60,000, which is so vital to the work we do on campus.   

I humbly ask you to assist us in reaching our goal of raising $200,000 for this fiscal year. We’ve been able to 

raise $50,000 thus far but seek to raise the remaining $150,000 needed by December 31, 2017.  My sincere 

hope is that you will prayerfully consider partnering with us through your donation as we continue our minis-

try of Changing Lives—the lives of the students at the Newman Center, and the lives of future students at 

Eastern Washington University. 

Thank You and God Bless, 

Fr. Paul Heric 
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